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INTRODUCTION 
 

The Kennel Club launched a new resource for breed clubs and individual breeders – 

the Breed Health and Conservation Plans (BHCP) project – in September 2016.  The 

purpose of the project is to ensure that all health concerns for a breed are identified 

through evidence-based criteria, and that breeders are provided with useful 

information and resources to raise awareness of current health and welfare concerns 

in their breed, and support them in making balanced breeding decisions.   

The Breed Health and Conservation Plans take a complete view of breed health with 

consideration to the following issues: known inherited conditions, complex conditions 

(i.e. those involving many genes and environmental effects such as nutrition or 

exercise levels, for example hip dysplasia), conformational concerns and population 

genetics.   

Sources of evidence and data have been collated into an evidence base which gives 

clear indications of the most significant health conditions in each breed, in terms of 

prevalence and impact.  Once the evidence base document has been produced it is 

discussed with the relevant Breed Health Co-ordinator and breed health 

representatives where applicable.  Priorities are agreed based on this data and 

incorporated into a list of actions between the Kennel Club and the breed to tackle 

these health concerns. These actions are then monitored and reviewed on a regular 

basis. 

 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

The number of Basset Griffon Vendéen (Petit and Grand) registered by year of birth 

between 1980 and 2019 are shown in Figure 1. From 1969 Petit Basset Griffon 

Vendéen were registered with the Kennel Club as Basset Griffon Vendéen in 

keeping with the registration in their country of origin. In 1981 the Kennel Club 

approved their registration as Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen (PBGV), with the first 

Grand (GBGV) litter born in February 1989 shown in the Jan-Mar 1990 Kennel Club 

Breed Record Supplement.   

The trend of registrations over year of birth (1990-2019) for the Grand was +2.09 per 

year (with a 95% confidence interval of +0.54 to +3.65), reflecting the very slight 

increase in registrations over time. For the Petit the registration trend was +1.62 per 

year (95% CI +0.37 to +2.87), again reflecting a very slight increase. However, 

registrations have never exceeded 250 dogs per year for either breed during this 

time and there has been a large amount of fluctuation.  

[Put simply, 95% confidence intervals (C.I.s) indicate that we are 95% confident that 

the true estimate of a parameter lies between the lower and upper number stated.]   
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 Figure 1:  Number of registrations of Basset Griffon Vendéen (both breeds) per year 

of birth, 1980 – 2019 

  

BREED HEALTH CO-ORDINATOR ANNUAL HEALTH REPORT  
 

Breed Health Co-ordinators (BHCs) are volunteers nominated by their breed to act 

as a vital conduit between the Kennel Club and the breed clubs with all matters 

relating to health.  

The BHC’s Annual Health Report 2019, yielded the following response to ‘please list 

and rank the three health and welfare conditions that the breed considers to be 

currently the most important to deal with in your breed’:  

1. Epilepsy 

2. Primary open angle glaucoma (POAG - in PBGVs) 

3. Steroid responsive meningitis arteritis (SRMA)  

In terms of what the breed has done in the last year to help tackle these listed health 

and welfare concerns:   

1. Epilepsy - The Animal Health Trust (AHT) now holds 47 samples for cases of 

Idiopathic Epilepsy in Petits and 44 of Grands. Control samples of dogs 

unaffected over 7 years of age have also been submitted (34 Grands and 148 

Petits). In 2019 UK samples two Grand and three Petit samples were 

submitted for idiopathic epilepsy. Complete genome sequencing has been 

carried out on a GBGV affected with idiopathic epilepsy under the Give a Dog 

a Genome Project to which the Club contributed. 
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2. POAG - DNA testing in PBGVs for POAG has continued successfully resulting 

in POAG dropping from #1 to #2 in ranking, as PBGV breeders are now able 

to avoid matings that will result in eye disease leading to blindness.   

3. Steroid responsive meningitis arteritis (SRMA) - In 2019 one affected sample 

of a GBGV with SRMA was referred to the AHT. 

The BHC’s Annual Health Report 2018, yielded the following response to ‘please list 

and rank the three health and welfare conditions that the breed considers to be 

currently the most important to deal with in your breed’:  

1. Epilepsy 

2. POAG in PBGVs 

3. SRMA  

In terms of what the Breed Club has done in the last year to help tackle these listed 

health and welfare concerns:  

1. During 2018 there were three GBGVs with suspected idiopathic epilepsy and 

one PBGV from the UK. DNA samples were submitted to the AHT. 

2. By the end of 2018 the AHT had DNA tested over 1900 PBGVs worldwide for 

POAG, with UK figures totalling 491 – clear (normal) 237, carrier 226, and 

affected 28. 

3. Monitoring cases of SRMA  
 

BREED CLUB HEALTH ACTIVITES  
 

The Basset Griffon Vendéen Club has a Health Sub-Committee, a Breed Health Co-

ordinator and a large section on the club website dedicated to all aspects of breed 

health: http://www.bgvclub.co.uk/bgv-health .   

The Club was also instrumental in setting up a closed Facebook group of breed 

health representatives worldwide. The aim is to share information and best practice 

on relevant serious health matters related to BGVs as notified to, or identified by, the 

worldwide representatives, with the ultimate goal of alleviation and/ or eradication of 

such conditions.  

 

BREED SPECIFIC HEALTH SURVEYS 
 

Kennel Club Purebred and Pedigree Dog Health Surveys Results 

The Kennel Club Purebred and Pedigree Dog Health Surveys were launched in 2004 

and 2014 respectively for all of the recognised breeds at the time, to establish 

common breed-specific and breed-wide conditions.  

2004 Morbidity results:  Health information was collected for 289 live Basset Griffon 

Vendéen (a combination of the two breeds) of which 191 (66%) were healthy and 98 

(34%) had at least one reported health condition. The top categories of diagnosis 

were reproductive (14.4%, 21 of 146 reported conditions), dermatologic (13.7%, 20 

http://www.bgvclub.co.uk/bgv-health
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of 146 reported conditions), aural (15%, 10.3 of 146 reported conditions), 

gastrointestinal (8.9%, 13 of 146 reported conditions), and musculoskeletal (7.5%, 

11 of 146 reported conditions). The most frequently reported specific conditions were 

ear infections/ otitis externa (13 cases), skin irritation/ itchy skin (8 cases), kennel 

cough/ infectious tracheobronchitis (8 cases), and hypothyroidism (6 cases).  

2004 Mortality results:  A total of 76 deaths were reported for the Basset Griffon 

Vendéen (a combination of the two breeds). The median age at death was 12 years 

and 1 month (min = 1 year and 3 months, max = 17 years 4 months).  The most 

frequently reported causes of death by organ system or category were cancer 

(32.9%, 25 of 76), old age (23.7%, 18 of 76), cardiac disease (6.6%, 5 of 76), 

behavioural (5.3%, 4 of 76), and neurologic (5.3%, 4 of 76). 

However, it is important to consider the above survey did not split the two breeds 

and therefore caution should be taken when interpreting these results.  

2014 Morbidity results:  Health information was collected for 32 live Basset Griffon 

Vendéen (Grand) of which 17 (53.2%) had no reported conditions and 15 (46.8%) 

were reported to be affected by at least one condition. The most frequently reported 

conditions were hypothyroidism, otitis externa, hypersensitivity, anal gland/ sac 

impaction, and blocked tear ducts. 

2014 Mortality results: A total of four deaths were reported for the Basset Griffon 

Vendéen (Grand), with the range of age at death being 9 years to 15 years.  There 

was once case reported for each of the following: cancer – unspecified, senile 

dementia/ cognitive dysfunction, splenic tumour and stroke.  

2014 Morbidity results:  Health information was collected for 48 live Basset Griffon 

Vendéen (Petit) of which 23 (47%) had no reported conditions and 25 (53%) were 

reported to be affected by at least one condition. The most frequently reported 

conditions were lipoma (14.58% prevalence, 7 cases), skin (cutaneous cyst) 

(14.58% prevalence, 7 cases), glaucoma (6.25% prevalence, 3 cases), otitis media 

(6.25% prevalence, 3 cases), and epilepsy (4.17% prevalence, 2 cases).  

2014 Mortality results: A total of 9 deaths were reported for the breed. The range of 

age at death for Basset Griffon Vendéen (Petit) was 4 years to 15 years.  There was 

one cause of death for each of the following: cancer – unspecified, cardiac failure, 

enlarged heart, kidney failure, meningitis, and pyometra.  

 

2016 Breed Club Health Survey  

A total of 275 UK dogs were included in the 2016 health survey, of which 159 were 

Petit and 116 Grand. In total 56.6% of PBGVs and 53.4% of GBGVs were free of any 

health conditions, 32.8% and 34.5% affected by one condition, 7.5% and 10.3% 

affected by two conditions, and 3.1% and 1.8% three conditions.  

The highest reported system affected for the PBGV was ocular, with 19 dogs 

affected with POAG, for the GBGV the most commonly affected system was cancer.  
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Full details of the surveys can be found on the Basset Griffon Vendéen Club website 
here: http://www.bgvclub.co.uk/surveys-seminars. 
 
Table 1: Count of dogs affected by a health concern in the 2016 health survey.  

System/ Category  Specific Condition Count of PBGVs 
affected 

Count of GBGVs 
affected 

Ocular  

POAG 19  

Age related cataract 2 4 

Glaucoma  1  

Eye infection 1  

Dry eye   1 

Total   23 5 

Cancers  

Mammary tumour 3 1 

Mast cell tumour 2 1 

Bowel tumour 1 2 

Pancreatic tumour 1  

Lymphoma 1  

Chemodectoma 1  

Liver tumour  1 

Testicular tumour  1 

Thyroid tumour  1 

Vaginal tumour  1 

Throat tumour  1 

Eye tumour 1  

Total   10 9 

Aural 

Chronic infection 6 4 

Bacterial infection 1  

Ablation (bilateral)  1 

Ablation (unilateral)   3 

Total   7 7 

Urinary  

Bladder stones 3 2 

Cystitis  3 1 

Chronic infection 1 1 

Kidney failure  1 

Total   7 5 

Dermatologic  
Hot spots  7  

Lipfold fucidosis/ dermatitis   4 

Total   7 4 

Endocrine  

Hypothyroidism 3 2  

Diabetes  1  

Cushing’s disease  3  

Addison’s disease   2 

Total   7 4 

Gastrointestinal 

Pancreatitis  5 1 

Anal fistula 1  

Allergies   1 

http://www.bgvclub.co.uk/surveys-seminars
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Gastric dilatation volvulus/ 
bloat  

 1 

Total   6 3 

Birth Defects 

Ectopic ureter 3  

Umbilical hernia 1  

Severe undershot 1 1 

Malformed leg 1  

Portosystemic shunt  1 

Intrahepatic liver shunt  1  

Total   6 3 

Cardiovascular 

Heart murmurs 3  

Heart failure 1  

Cardiomyopathy 1 1 

Heart attack/ infarction 1  

Total   6 1 

Reproductive 

Enlarged prostate 2  

Dystocia/ c-section 1 2 

Pyometra 1 2 

Post-partum infection 1  

Irregular seasons  2 

Male infertility  1 

Total   5 7 

Musculoskeletal  
Arthritis  4 4 

Elbow dysplasia  1 

Total   4 5 

Neurological 

Idiopathic epilepsy  1 1 

Seizures (following 
vaccination)  

1  

Seizures (following sepsis)  1  

Stroke 1 1 

Aggression  1 

Total   4 3 

Hepatic 
Liver failure 2 2 

Ruptured spleen 1  

Total   3 2 

Immunological 

SRMA 1 1 

Haemolytic anaemia 1  

Steroid responsive myositis   2 

Thrombocytopaenia  1 

Craniomandibular osteopathy  3  

Total   2 7 
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2012 Breed Club Health Survey  

An international health survey was launched in 2011, receiving results for 540 

PBGVs and 306 GBGVs from 21 countries. The top five countries of origin were from 

the UK (n=571), Holland (81), Australia (56), Denmark (39), and Sweden (23).  

Full details of the surveys can be found on the Basset Griffon Vendéen Club website 

here: http://www.bgvclub.co.uk/surveys-seminars. 

Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen 

Results were collected for a total of 351 UK PBGVs.  

Of these, 61.49% of live dogs were reportedly eye tested, 10.47% DNA tested, 

8.45% heart tested and 2.03% hip tested.  

Of the live dogs, the most commonly affected systems were the ocular, reproductive 

and gastrointestinal, as shown in the graph below.  

 

The graph below portrays data for deceased dogs, with the most commonly affected 

systems being cancer, hormonal and urinary.  

  

http://www.bgvclub.co.uk/surveys-seminars
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Of the deceased dogs the range in death was 1 to 17 years, with the trend in live and 

deceased dogs given in the graph below. 

 

Grand Basset Griffon Vendéen 

Results were collected for a total of 220 UK GBGVs.  

Of these dogs, 10.33% of live dogs were reportedly eye tested, 10.87% DNA tested, 

4.35% heart tested and 1.63% hip tested.  

Of the live dogs, the most commonly affected systems were the bone/ joint, 

reproductive and mouth, as shown in the graph below.  

 

The graph below portray data for deceased dogs, with the most commonly affected 

systems being cancer, gastrointestinal and ocular.  
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Of the deceased dogs the range in death was 2 to 15 years, with the trend in live and 

deceased dogs given in the graph below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breed Club Conditions and Death Reports   

The UK Breed Club collates clinical information forms following diagnosis of a health 

condition or death. To date the following have been received for each breed:  

Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen 

2019:  one case of pancreatitis, one case of fibroadnexal hamartoma, one case of 

POAG 

2018: one case of liver failure – put to sleep at 8.5 years 

2017: none  

Grand Basset Griffon Vendéen 

2019:  one case of soft tissue sarcoma right front leg, one case of splenic tumour, 

splenectomy, one case of closed pyometra 

2018:  none 

2017: two cases of craniomandibular osteopathy, one case of extremely narrow ear 

canal with repeated ear infections 

The PBGV Club of America has been collecting similar data over the same period 

with the following results: 

There are a total of 74 dogs listed in the PBGVCA clinical database with several 

dogs listing multiple diagnosis. The most significant are 29 dogs with epilepsy shown 

in chart below.  
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The following includes a listing by Organ System (OS), Pathophysiologic Process 

(PP), text diagnosis (DIAG), and dog ID number, as part of the PBGVCA database. 
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14 
 

 

Key: CONGEN = congenital/ birth defects, CV = cardiovascular, DEGEN = 

degenerative, DERM = dermatologic/ skin, ENDO = endocrine/ hormonal, GI = 

gastrointestinal, HEM = haematopoetic/ blood, HEP = hepatic/ liver, INFECT = 

infectious, INFLAM = inflammatory, METAB = metabolic, MS = musculoskeletal, 

NEOPL = neoplastic,  NEURO = neurological, OPHTH = ophthalmologic/ eye, RESP 

= respiratory, URO = urologic/ kidney, UNCL = unclassified, , TOXIC = toxic/ 

poisons, TRAUM = trauma/ injury, VASC = vascular.  

 

LITERATURE REVIEW  

 

The literature review lays out the current scientific knowledge relating to the health of 

the breed.  We have attempted to refer primarily to research which has been 

published in peer-reviewed scientific journals.  We have also incorporated literature 

that includes dogs residing worldwide, and literature that was released relatively 

recently to try to reflect current publications and research relating to the breed. 

Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen 

Cancers: The proportion of deaths due to cancers in different breeds was assessed, 

with the PBGV having 32.9% (95% CI 22.3 – 43.5) of deaths attributed to cancer 

(Dobson, 2013). However, this was based on a relatively small number, with just 76 

deaths included for the breed. Due to this, it was not possible to identify any 

particular cancers the breed is predisposed to.  
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Epilepsy: A retrospective study of a population of 471 dogs registered between 1999 

and 2008 at the Danish Kennel Club was undertaken to identify the prevalence and 

clinical signs of dogs affected by epilepsy (Gulløv et al, 2011). Owners were 

contacted by questionnaire, with potential cases validated via telephone interview 

and clinical examination at the University of Copenhagen. A total of 8.9% (n=42, 

95% CI 6.3 – 11.6%) dogs were determined to be affected by epilepsy, with an 

average age of onset of 26.3 months (range 2 – 78 months). The majority of cases 

(92.9%) were classified as focal seizures.  

Of dogs that had been euthanised, 13.3% (six of 45 deaths) were due to epilepsy. 

The authors did not find any sex effect but a strong litter effect was established.  

Primary open angle glaucoma (POAG): This condition is characterised by increased 

intraocular pressure, consequently causing deformation and degeneration to 

proximal ocular features, blindness and pain. Over the period of six years, 366 dogs 

originating from the UK were clinically examined for signs of POAG at breed society 

clinics (Bedford, 2016). Of these dogs, 10.4% (n=38) were found to have some form 

of glaucoma, with 39.4% of affected dogs showing an increase in intraocular 

pressure. A DNA test has been established for the Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen, 

after sourcing a mutation in the ADAMTS17 gene which is inherited in an autosomal 

recessive manner (Forman et al, 2015).  

Pyometra: A study of insured Swedish bitches affected by pyometra and mammary 

tumours was assessed to ascertain breed variations and incidence of these 

conditions (Jitpean et al, 2012). Of 1,526 dogs of the breed included in analysis the 

authors found 21% had developed pyometra by the age of 10 (ranking 63rd out of all 

breeds included), 17% had developed a mammary tumour(s) (ranking 40th) and 33% 

had developed either pyometra or a mammary tumour ranking 61st).  

 

Grand Basset Griffon Vendéen 

X-linked muscular dystrophy: This condition is characterised by weakness and 

malformation of the muscular system, with affected individuals affected with signs 

such as growth retardation, lameness and pain. A case report of three related dogs 

of the breed (originating from the Netherlands with a common female great 

grandparent) that were euthanised and found to be affected by this condition on 

further examination (Klarenbeek et al, 2007). No further reports of this condition in 

the breed could be sourced.   
 

INSURANCE DATA 
 

There are some important limitations to consider for insurance data: 

 Accuracy of diagnosis varies between disorders depending on the ease of 

clinical diagnosis, clinical acumen of the veterinarian and facilities available at 

the veterinary practice 

 Younger animals tend to be overrepresented in the UK insured population 

 Only clinical events that are not excluded and where the cost exceeds the 

deductible excess are included  
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However, insurance databases are too useful a resource to ignore as they fill certain 

gaps left by other types of research; in particular they can highlight common, 

expensive and severe conditions, especially in breeds of small population sizes, that 

may not be evident from teaching hospital caseloads. 

Swedish Agria Data  

Swedish morbidity and mortality insurance data were available from Agria for the 

PBGV. No data were available for the GBGV. Rates are based on dog-years-at-risk 

(DYAR) which take into account the actual time each dog was insured during the 

period (2011-2016) e.g. 1 DYAR is equivalent to a dog insured for one year.  The 

number of DYAR for the breed in Sweden during this period was 5,000 to 10,000. 

The full Swedish insurance results are available through https://dogwellnet.com/, but 

key findings are reported below. 

Swedish Agria Insurance Morbidity Data 

The most common specific causes of veterinary care episodes (VCEs) for Agria-

insured PBGVs in Sweden between 2011 and 2016 are shown in Figure 2.  The top 

specific causes of VCEs were vomiting/ diarrhoea/ gastroenteritis, otitis, skin 

tumours, skin trauma and mammary tumours.  

 

 

Figure 2:  The most common specific causes of VCEs for the PBGV compared to all 

breeds in Sweden between 2011 and 2016, from Swedish Agria insurance data. 

https://dogwellnet.com/
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The specific causes of VCEs ordered by relative risk for the PBGV are shown in 

Figure 3.  In this analysis, the top specific causes of VCEs ordered by relative risk 

were infection/ inflammation of the central nervous system, Cushing’s disease, 

infection/ inflammation of the pancreas, lower urolithiasis, and infection - unspecified. 

Rare conditions that occur sporadically may appear as a high relative risk; given that 

a number of the conditions in Figure 3 do not appear in Figure 2, this caveat may 

well apply to these conditions. 

 

Figure 3:  The specific causes of VCEs for the PBGV ordered by relative risk 

compared to all breeds in Sweden between 2011 and 2016, from Swedish Agria 

insurance data.  The yellow line indicates the baseline risk for all breeds. 

Swedish Agria Insurance Mortality Data 

The most common specific causes of death or euthanasia for Agria-insured PBGVs 

in Sweden between 2011 and 2016 are shown in Figure 4.   The most common 

specific causes of death were dead /euthanised, hit by car/ train/ vehicle and 

epilepsy.  
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Figure 4:  The most common specific causes of death for the PBGV compared to all 

breeds in Sweden between 2011 and 2016, from Swedish Agria insurance data. 

 

BREED WATCH  
 

Both the PBGV and GBGV are currently listed as a category 1 breed under Breed 

Watch, meaning judges do not need to complete monitoring forms following 

appointments at championship certificate shows. No optional reports have been 

received for either breed.  

 

PERMISSION TO SHOW  
 

As of 1st January 2020 exhibits for which permission to show (PTS) following surgical 

intervention has been requested are no longer published in the Breed Record 

Supplement and instead will be detailed in BHCPs, and a yearly report will be 

collated for the BHC (excluding neutering/ caesarean sections). In the last five years 

one PTS has been approved for a PBGV for removal of teeth/ tooth.  

 

ASSURED BREEDER SCHEME  
 

Currently within the Kennel Club (KC)’s Assured Breeders Scheme there are the 

following requirements for the PBGV: 

 DNA testing for POAG 
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It is also recommended that all breeding stock are tested for the following prior to 

breeding:  

 Eye testing 

 There are no recommendations or requirements for the GBGV.  

 

BREED CLUB BREEDING RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

There are currently no Breed Club breeding recommendations listed on the Kennel 

Club’s website for either the GBGV or PBGV.  However, the breed club’s Code of 

Ethics contains “BGV Club breeders will not breed from any BGV bitch under the age 

of 18 months or before the second season should this occur prior to the bitch 

attaining the age of 18 months. No BGV bitches to be mated under any 

circumstances prior to their first birthday in line with the KC guidelines”. 

 

DNA TEST RESULTS  
 

There is currently one recognised DNA test for the PBGV, which is for:  

 POAG  

A list of laboratories that provide the test can be found through clicking here: 

https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/worldwide-dna-tests/.   Table 3 displays the DNA 

tests for dogs tested to date – puppies who are not yet KC registered are not 

included in these numbers.   

Whilst other DNA tests may be available for the PBGV, results from these will not be 

accepted by the Kennel Club until the test has been formally recognised; the process 

involves collaboration between the breed club and the Kennel Club in order to 

validate the test’s accuracy. 

As a note, as of January 2022 hereditarily clear status will no longer apply after two 

generations and dogs will need to be tested to confirm the status of that individual. 

This is to prevent the possibility of misclassification of status and therefore 

unintentional breeding of affected puppies. Where parentage is confirmed by DNA 

profile, the major contributor to erroneous status will be removed. Therefore, a less 

stringent restriction for HC status is applied where parentage is confirmed by DNA 

test.  

Table 3: DNA test results held by the Kennel Club for UK registered PBGVS up to 

23/04/2020. 

Clear Carrier Affected Hereditarily 
clear 

Hereditarily 
carrier 

Total 
Tested  

171 164 23 233 5 596 
 

https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/worldwide-dna-tests/
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To the end of 2019 1,970 samples from PBGVs worldwide had been tested at the 

AHT, with a total of 1,049 clear, 850 carriers and 71 affected. The allele frequency 

for the mutation was estimated at 0.251. 

 

CANINE HEALTH SCHEMES  
 

All of the British Veterinary Association (BVA)/Kennel Club (KC) Canine Health 

Schemes are open to dogs of any breed with a summary given of dogs tested to 

date below. 

 

HIPS 

Three PBGVs have been hip scored to date (23/04/2020), with the results being 7, 

10 and 18. Seven GBGVs have been hip scored, with a median score of 16 (range 8 

to 37).  

 

ELBOWS 

Two GBGVs have been elbow graded to date, with both dogs receiving a grade of 1. 

No PBGVs have been elbow graded.  

 

EYES  

The PBGV is currently on the BVA/KC/ISDS Known Inherited Ocular Disease (KIOD) 

list (formally Schedule A) for: 

 POAG  

KIOD lists the known inherited eye conditions in breeds where there is enough 

scientific information to show that the condition is inherited, often including the actual 

mode of inheritance and in some cases even a DNA test.   

Of the 185 recorded eye tests for the PBGV (1985 onwards), 158 (85.4%) were 

found unaffected, with the remaining 27 (14.6%) POAG affected.  

Schedule B has been incorporated into an annual sightings reports, which records 

the results of conditions not listed on KIOD for dogs which have participated in the 

scheme. The results of Eye Scheme examinations of the breed which have taken 

place in the past 10 years are shown in Table 4. 
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Table 4: Other conditions reported in PBGVs that have been eye tested under the 

BVA/KC/ISDS Scheme  

Year Number Seen Comments 

2012 105 adults 2 – persistent pupillary membranes (PPM)  
2 – primary lens luxation (PLL)  
1 – posterior polar subcapsular cataract (PPSC) 
1 – multifocal retinal dysplasia (MRD)  

2013 97 adults  2 – PPM  
1 – PPSC cataract  
1 – other cataract  
5 – POAG  
5 – corneal endothelial deposits  

2014 104 adults  2 – PPM  
1 – PPSC cataract  
1 – POAG  
2 – corneal endothelial opacity  

2015 16 adults No comments  

2016 15 adults 2 – PPM  

2017 23 adults No comments  

2018 10 adults  No comments  

 

Since 2012 nine GBGVs have been tested, of which only one was reported to be 

affected by an eye condition – a case of corneal oedema in 2014.  

 

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF VETERINARY OPHTHALMOLOGISTS (ACVO)  

Results of examinations through ACVO that affected more than 1% of the examined 

population are shown in Table 5 below.  Between 2015 and 2019, 248 PBGVs and 

70 GBGVs were examined, of which 60.5% and 75.7% respectively were found to be 

unaffected by any eye condition.  

Whilst it is important to note that these data represent dogs in America, the 

organisation tend to examine a higher number of dogs than that in the UK, and 

therefore are a valuable source of information. Further it is important to consider the 

small number of dogs examined, particularly for the GBGV.  
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Table 5: ACVO examination results for Basset Griffon Vendéens (both breeds) 1991 

– 2019  

Adapted from: https://www.ofa.org/diseases/eye-certification/blue-book 

 

 

 

Disease Category/Name Percentage of Dogs Affected 

 1991-2014 
(n=2,324) 

2015-2019 
(n=248) 

PETIT BASSET GRIFFON VENDEEN    

Cornea    

Corneal endothelial degeneration  1.1% 0.0% 

Uvea   

Persistent pupillary membranes (iris to iris)  19.1% 21.4% 

Persistent pupillary membranes (iris to lens) 1.4% 1.2% 

Persistent pupillary membranes (iris to cornea) 9.0% 5.6% 

Persistent pupillary membranes (lens pigment 
foci/ no strands) 

0.5% 3.2% 

Persistent pupillary membranes (endothelial 
opacity/ no strands) 

2.2% 8.1% 

Lens    

Cataracts (significant)   5.3% 6.0% 

Retina    

Retinal dysplasia, folds 4.6% 2.8%  

   

 1991-2014 
(n=51) 

2015-2019 
(n=70) 

GRAND BASSET GRIFFON VENDEEN    

Eyelids   

Distichiasis 2.0% 0.0% 

Uvea   

Persistent pupillary membranes (iris to iris)  3.9% 5.7% 

Persistent pupillary membranes (iris to cornea) 9.8% 2.9% 

Persistent pupillary membranes (lens pigment 
foci/ no strands) 

0.0% 2.9% 

Persistent pupillary membranes (endothelial 
opacity/ no strands) 

7.8% 2.9% 

Lens    

Cataracts (significant)  2.0% 5.7% 

Vitreous    

PHPT/ PTVL 2.0% 0.0% 

Retina   

Retinal dysplasia, folds 2.0% 0.0% 

Generalised progressive retinal atrophy  2.0% 0.0% 

https://www.ofa.org/diseases/eye-certification/blue-book
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REPORTED CAESAREAN SECTIONS  
 

When breeders register a litter of puppies, they are asked to indicate whether the 

litter was delivered (in whole or in part) by caesarean section.  In addition, veterinary 

surgeons are asked to report caesarean sections they perform on Kennel Club 

registered bitches. The consent of the Kennel Club registered dog owner releases 

the veterinary surgeon from the professional obligation to maintain confidentiality 

(vide the Kennel Club General Code of Ethics (2)).    

There are some caveats to the associated data;  

 It is doubtful that all caesarean sections are reported, so the number reported 

each year may not represent the true proportion of caesarean sections 

undertaken in each breed.   

 These data do not indicate whether the caesarean sections were emergency 

or elective.   

 Reporting by veterinary surgeons is increasing overtime, which will reflect an 

increase in caesarean sections. 

 The small numbers of litters registered by the breed will cause a large 

fluctuation in percentage of caesarean sections per year.  

The number of litters registered per year for the breed and the number and 

percentage of reported caesarean sections in the breed for the past 10 years are 

shown in Table 6. 

Table 6: Number and percentage of litters of GBGV and PBGV registered per year 

and number of caesarean sections reported per year, 2009 to 2019. 

Year 
Number of Litters 
Registered 

Number of C-
sections 

Percentage of C-
sections 

Percentage of C-sections 
out of all KC registered 
litters (all breeds) 

 PBGV GBGV PBGV GBGV PBGV GBGV  

2009 37 12 0 0 0.00% 0.00% 0.15% 

2010 29 15 1 0 3.45% 0.00% 0.35% 

2011 26 15 0 1 0.00% 6.67% 1.64% 

2012 32 12 2 2 6.25% 16.67% 8.69% 

2013 34 15 2 3 5.88% 20.00% 9.96% 

2014 25 13 1 2 4.00% 15.38% 10.63% 

2015 16 14 2 0 12.50% 0.00% 11.68% 

2016 22 7 0 0 0.00% 0.00% 13.89% 

2017 15 13 0 0 0.00% 0.00% 15.00% 

2018 19 6 1 0 5.26% 0.00% 17.21% 

2019 17 9 2 1 11.76% 11.11% 15.70% 
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GENETIC DIVERSITY MEASURES  
 

The effective population size is the number of breeding animals in an idealised, 

hypothetical population that would be expected to show the same rate of loss of 

genetic diversity (rate of inbreeding) as the population in question; it can be thought 

of as the size of the ‘gene pool’ of the breed.  In the population analysis undertaken 

by the Kennel Club in 2015, an estimated effective population size of 97.5 was 

reported (estimated using the rate of inbreeding over the period 1980-2014) for the 

GBGV and 56.6 for the PBGV.   

The rate of inbreeding has increased gradually and is below an effective population 

size of 100 (inbreeding rate of 0.50% per generation) which results in the rate of loss 

of genetic diversity in a breed/population increasing dramatically (Food & Agriculture 

Organisation of the United Nations, “Monitoring animal genetic resources and criteria 

for prioritization of breeds”, 1992).   

Annual mean observed inbreeding coefficient (showing loss of genetic diversity) and 

mean expected inbreeding coefficient (from simulated ‘random mating’) over the 

period 1980-2014 for the PBGV are shown in Figure 5.  The trend has overall 

gradually increased overtime, however there has been an amount of fluctuation 

during this time, which will be influenced by the small population of the breed. This 

information was not available for the GBGV. 

 

Figure 5: Annual mean observed and expected inbreeding coefficients for the PBGV.  
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For full interpretation see Lewis et al, 2015 

https://cgejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40575-015-0027-4. 

The current annual breed average inbreeding coefficient is 8.0% for GBGVs and 

7.7% for PBGVs. 

Below is a histogram (‘tally’ distribution) of number of progeny per sire and dam over 

each of seven five-year blocks (Figure 6) for the GBGV, with Figure 7 detailing this 

information for the PBGV. A longer ‘tail’ on the distribution of progeny per sire is 

indicative of ‘popular sires’ (few sires with a very large number of offspring, known to 

be a major contributor to a high rate of inbreeding).    

There appears to be evidence of popular dogs used as sires in this breed (the 'tail' of 

the blue distribution in Figure 6), with one dog siring over 100 puppies between 2000 

– 2005.  

Figure 6: Distribution of progeny per sire (blue) and per dam (red) over 5-year blocks 

(1980-4 top, 2010-14 bottom) for the GBGV. Vertical axis is a logarithmic scale. 
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https://cgejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40575-015-0027-4
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The use of sires appears to be constant in the PBGV, with some moderate evidence 

of popular sires (Figure 7).  

Figure 7: Distribution of progeny per sire (blue) and per dam (red) over 5-year blocks 

(1980-4 top, 2010-14 bottom) for the PBGV. Vertical axis is a logarithmic scale. 

 

CURRENT RESEARCH  
 

The BGV Club has: 

 A form for collating confidential clinical information about the BGV's health 

status and if deceased the age and cause. 

 A record of all PBGV litters born since early 2015 (time of introduction of the 

POAG DNA test in the breed). This records the sire, dam, registered names of 

each dog/ bitch in the litter and all DNA test results, including those that are 

hereditary clear.   
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PRIORITIES 
 

In the breed’s experience and given the data portrayed in the evidence base above, 

the priorities for the breeds at this time are:  
 

 Epilepsy 

 POAG in PBGVs 

 Steroid responsive meningitis 

 Craniomandibular osteopathy in GBGVs 

 

ACTION PLAN 
 

Following correspondence between the Kennel Club and the breed regarding the 

evidence base of the Breed Health & Conservation Plans, the following actions were 

agreed to improve the health of BGVs. Both partners are expected to begin to action 

these points prior to the next review.  

Breed Club actions include:  

 The breed club to continue to monitor deaths being reported   

 

 The breed club to continue to monitor cases of craniomandibular osteopathy in 

GBGVs 

Kennel Club actions include:  

 

 The KC and the breed club to monitor epilepsy research and whether the 

breed can be included  

 

 KC to repeat population analysis for the two breeds 

 

 KC to monitor research efforts for SRMA  
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